SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of Sandy Town Council held on Monday 7th April 2008

in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30pm.

PRESENT

Cllrs C Osborne (Mayor), N Aldis, M Bartlett, P Blaine, D Broughton, D Gale, M Pettitt, M Scott, D Sharman, P Sharman, R Smith, Mrs S Sutton and G White 

Also present were County Cllr J Scott, District Cllrs M Butler & K Lynch, one member of the Press and 21 electors
1.  Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Jones and O’Leary 









(121/07)

2.  To receive statutory declarations of interests from members (122/07)

(a) Prejudicial Interests
Cllr Pettitt, planning application 08/00414/FULL as he is the Secretary of Sandy Sports and Leisure Association (SSLA) (the applicant).

Cllr Sutton, item 10(7) as she is related to a contractor who may tender for the work involved.
 (b) Personal Interests 
Cllr Aldis, item 10(7) as he is a Town Council representative on Sandy Enhancement Group. 

Cllr Bartlett, item 10(7) as he is a Member of Sandy Enhancement Group. 

Cllr Blaine, item 10(4) as he is a Town Council representative on the SSLA and the County Council representative on the Joint Management Committee (JMC).

Cllr Pettitt, item 10(4) as a Town Council representative on the SSLA and JMC
Cllr D Sharman, item 10(7) as he is a Town Council representative on Sandy Enhancement Group.

Cllr Mrs Sutton, item 10(4) as a Town Council representative on the JMC.

Cllr Mrs Sutton, item 10(10) as she has an interest in the memorial seat situated on the verge in question.

3. Sandy Beat Manager to give update on policing in Sandy 
(123/07)

The Beat Manager did not attend, nor did any other member of the police. He Clerk was requested to write seeking an explanation.


4. (a) To nominate Town Mayor for the Municipal Year 2008/2009  (124/07)

Resolved: That Cllr Colin Osborne be nominated for the post of Town Mayor for the Municipal Year 2008/2009.

 (b) To nominate Deputy Town Mayor for the Municipal Year 2008/2009 (125/07)


Resolved: That Cllr Geoffrey White be nominated for the post of Deputy Town Mayor for the Municipal Year 2008/2009.

5. Oral questions from electors 






(126/07)


An elector asked whether the Town Council was able to assist residents of Friars Walk, Sandon Close and the surrounding neighbourhood in solving the difficulties they were encountering with the occupants of two “halfway” houses for homeless people situated in these areas.  She said that problems were being caused by anti-social behaviour and crimes committed by the residents of the houses.  The police attended regularly and the properties suffered from a lack of supervision.

Residents complained that incidents reported to the police were often not followed up and if they were the specific incident was long over before officers attended.
Resolved: (a) That the Town Clerk be requested to write to Inspector Egan, with copies to the Chief Constable and Chief Superintendant Frost raising concerns and asking what action will be taken with regard to this matter.

(b) That the Town Clerk also be requested to write to Bedford Housing Link and Aldwyck Housing about the problems.

(c) That this matter be referred to Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting on 21st April 2008 and that Inspector Egan be invited to attend the meeting.


6. Planning applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council













  
(127/07)
Having previously declared a prejudicial interest Cllr Pettitt left the Council Chamber whilst planning application 08/00414/FULL was discussed.

(See list attached)
7.  Mayoral communications  






(128/07) 
6.3.08 Attended, with the Mayoress, the Mayor of Kempston’s


Charity Italian Diner at The Fretelli Italian Restaurant.

7.3.08 Supported by the Mayoress, attended the Mayor of


Peterborough’s John Clare Supper at the Town Hall.  

Cllr & Mrs D Gale also attended.

8.3.08
With the Mayoress, attended the Mayor of Dunstable’s 


Charity Banquet and Ball at the Riverside Suite, Luton.

12.3.08
Met, with the Mayoress, the Revd Derwyn Williams to 


Finalise the arrangements for the Civic Service.

17.3.08
The Mayoress, supported by Mrs R Gale, attended the Ivel


Stroke Club AGM at Quince Court.

28.3.08
Supported by the Mayoress, attended the Mayor of 


Godmanchester’s Fair Trade Evening.

29.3.08
Attended, with the Mayoress, the Mayor of Huntingdon’s 


Civic Charity Ball at the Town.

30.3.08
With the Mayoress and Deputy Mayor attended the 25th 


Sandy Ten Race and associated Fun Run.  I started the 


Sandy Ten, took part in the Race and presented, with Paul


Tomlin, the winners’ trophies; (Paul organised the first


Fourteen Sandy Ten Races).  The Mayoress and Deputy


Mayor started the Fun Run and welcomed back the runners


from both races.

4.4.08
With the Mayoress, attended the Mayor of the City of 


Peterborough’s Charity Ball at the East of England 


Showground.  Cllr and Mrs D Gale also attended.

6.4.08
Supported by the Mayoress, attended the Mayor of 


Ramsey’s Civic Service at St Thomas a Becket Church.


Cllr & Mrs D Gale also attended.

The Mayor congratulated the organisers of the Sandy Ten Race for the well run event which had a record number of entrants.
The Deputy Mayor reported that he had attended the following event:

6.4.08 Attended the Mayor of Ampthill’s Civic Service. 
8.  Minutes and Reports 







(129/07)
To approve/adopt the Minutes of:-

(a) Meeting of Town Council held on Monday 25th February 2008.
Resolved: (i) That the minutes, including exempt minutes, nos (119/07) and (120/07), which had been previously circulated, be received, approved and signed as a correct record.

(ii) That exempt minutes, nos (119/07) and (120/07) remain as exempt items.

(b) Special Meeting of Staffing Committee held on Monday 10th March 2008.
Resolved: (i) That the minutes, including exempt minute, no (S28/07), which had been previously circulated, be received, approved and adopted as a correct record.


(ii) That exempt minute, no (S28/07) remain as an exempt item.


Recommendations:

4. Foreman of Groundstaff

(S28/07)

See Part II Exempt/Confidential Minutes – Recommendation to Council, minute no (S28/07)

(c) Meeting of Finance & General Purposes Committee held on Monday 10th March 2008.

Resolved: (i) That the minutes, including exempt minute, no (F89/07), which had been previously circulated, be received, approved and adopted as a correct record.


(ii) That exempt minute, no (F89/07) remain as an exempt item.

Recommendations:

10. Outstanding debt – advertising in Sandy Town Council Newsletter No 13

(F89/07)

See Part II Exempt/Confidential Minutes – Recommendation to Council, minute no (F89/07)


(d) Meeting of Planning Parks & Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 17th March 2008.  
Resolved: That the minutes, which had been previously circulated, be received, approved and adopted as a correct record.

Recommendations:

11. Emergency work to Council Office Heating

(P94/07)

Resolved: (a) That the replacement of the central heating/hot water boiler in the Council Offices be approved at a cost of £2,700.

(b) That the funding of this amount be sourced from the Interest on Capital account.

(e)  Meeting of the Riddy Management Group held on Thursday 27th March 2008.

Resolved: That the minutes, which had been previously circulated, be received, approved and adopted as a correct record.

Recommendations:
2. Management Agreement for the Site


Resolved:  i) That the Beds Wildlife Trust be asked to undertake the supervision of the site for a total of 6 days per year at a cost of £1260.00 in 2008/2009 

ii) That the Beds Rural Communities Charity be asked to undertake the duties associated with the wardening of the site for a total of 18 days per year at a cost of £3780 in 2008/2009.

iii) That the time allocation should be reviewed in October 2008 to ensure that the needs of the site are being met.  

iv) That the Management Agreement for the Riddy Local Nature Reserve, subject to the changes detailed above (copy of agreement attached) be approved and signed for 12 months from 1st April 2008 with an option for it to be extended for a further three years thereafter.

9. Reports from Representatives 





(130/07)
There were none.
 10.  Clerk’s Report 








(131/07)
The Clerk’s Report which had been previously circulated was received and considered.

1.  Accounts 01.04.07 to 29.02.08 
Resolved: That the lists of receipts and payments for February 2008, which had been on display prior to the meeting, be received and approved.

2. Grant Application
An application has been received from the Team Librarian for Sandy for £250 assistance towards the costs of children’s summer activities at the library.  

Resolved:

That under Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972 a grant of £250 be made to Sandy Library  with the monies being allocated from the Forum Account.  

3. Request concerning Sandy Tuesday Youth Club

A request had been received from Mr K Lynch requesting funding to continue the running of this youth club for children aged 9 – 13.  Mr Lynch spoke to the meeting and said that the amount needed to continue running the club was £2,000 per year.
Mr Lynch told the Council that in order to run the youth club properly professional workers were needed, along with volunteers.  There was some concern that the application did not meet the Town Council’s grant criteria which prohibits contributions towards running costs and Members did not want to see a precedent being set for requests for ongoing funding.

At the moment the club was still being supported by a Christian Family Care worker who was being paid for six weeks.

Resolved: That the request for funding be supported in principle but that the club organisers needed to return to the next meeting of Council, providing proof of incorporation, including the names of officers and a structured plan showing other sources of funding to be approached in the future.  A grant application can then be considered.
4. Request for Directional Signs
Adrian Lear from Mid Beds District Council has submitted a request for the erection of 10 directional signs around Sandy.  The signs will give directions to “Sandy Sports Centre and Upper School”.
A number of Members expressed concern at the proliferation of road signs in and around Sandy.

A Member requested that the vote on the resolution be recorded under Standing Order F13.

In favour of the Resolution:Cllrs Osborne, Blaine, D Sharman, P Sharman and White

Against the Resolution:Cllrs Aldis, Bartlett, Broughton, Scott and Smith

Abstentions:Cllrs Gale, Pettitt and Sutton

The Mayor’s casting vote was in favour of the resolution.

Resolved:That the application for ten directional signs showing the way to the Sandy Sports Centre and Upper School be supported on condition that they also incorporated directions to the Sunderland Road Pavilion.
5.  Internal Audit 

The Internal Audit Report for 2007/2008 was considered. The two minor points brought to the Council’s attention were noted.

Resolved: That the Report be received and approved.
6. Advertising for Deputy Clerk
Resolved: That Town Council ratifies the expenditure of £877.80 for advertising the position of Deputy Clerk.  The sum had previously been approved by the Mayor, Deputy Mayor and Town Clerk under their delegated authority given in Financial Regulations para 15.
7. Sandy Enhancement Group Request
Cllr Mrs Sutton having previously declared a prejudicial interest in this matter left the Chamber.

See Part II Exempt/Confidential Minutes – Recommendation to Council, minute no (131/07)
 Resolved: That under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 and Sections (8 & 9) of the Local Government (Access to Information Act) 1985, and by virtue of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted under Sections (8 & 9) “ The amount of any expenditure proposed to be incurred by the authority under any particular contract for the acquisition of property or the supply of goods or services” and “ Any terms proposed or to be proposed by or to the authority in the course of negotiations for a contract for the acquisition or disposal of property of the supply of goods or services” the press and public be requested to retire from the meeting.

8. Planning Appeal 6 Stratford Road, Sandy – 07/01080/FULL
Resolved: That Cllr Aldis be requested to attend the planning appeal for 6 Stratford Road, Sandy to be held on Tuesday 13th May 2008 as the Town Council’s representative.

9. Request for Grant funding – Creative Arts Week
A letter had been received asking for funding to support a Creative Arts week in Sandy. £600 was requested in order to pay for a drumming workshop.  The Council is able to support these activities under the powers granted under s145 of the Local Govt Act 1972.

Resolved: That a grant of £400 be made towards the cost of a drumming workshop to be held as part of Creative Arts Week with the monies being allocated from the Forum Account.

10. Captain William Peel Walk

A request had been received to erect a sign board on the verge at the entry to the town car park supporting the Captain William Peel Walk to commemorate the 150th Anniversary of his death. The cost of the board will be met by the Hidden Britain Group.

Resolved: That permission be granted to situate the sign board on the verge at the entry to the town car park, on condition that it does not obstruct the bench already situated there or interfere with the view of drivers entering or leaving the car park.
11.  Oral questions from Electors 





(132/07)

Cllr John Scott reported that the long awaited footpath alongside the Ivel Park section of the Fallowfield estate was now nearing completion.
14.  Press Release. 








(133/07)
Resolved: That no press release is considered necessary.
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	17.3.08

37/08

	08/00414/FULL

Sandy Sports & Leisure Association

c/o Sandy Sports Centre

Engayne Avenue

SANDY

SG19 1BL
	Full application for fencing alterations and minor paving works on the synthetic grass pitch at Sandy Sports Centre, Engayne Avenue, Sandy, Beds
	RESOLVED:  No objections
	Town Council

7.4.08

9.4.08
	

	25.3.08
38/08

	08/00458/FULL

Hazells Hall Ltd

Hazells Hall

Everton Road

SANDY

SG19 2DD
	Full application for the erection of an all weather outdoor tennis court on land at Hazells Hall, Everton Road, Sandy, Beds.
	RESOLVED:  No objections
	Town Council

7.4.08

9.4.08
	

	30.3.08

39/08

	08/00483/TPO

Mr B Hunt

P O Box 155

SANDY

SG19 1WL
	Tree Preservation Order application for works to trees as per submitted schedule at 8b Bedford Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 8a and 8c Bedford Road, Sandy notified

	RESOLVED:  No objections
	Town Council

7.4.08

9.4.08
	

	30.3.08

40/08

	08/00452/FULL

Sineill Ltd

c/o Triad Planning & Design Ltd

The Old Dairy

Manor Farmhouse

Manor Road

Barton le Cley

MK45 4NP
	Full application for the erection of a 2 bed bungalow on land adjacent to 48a Sunderland Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 48a Sunderland Road, Faynes Court (Aldwyck Housing), Sandy notified

	RESOLVED:  Object

a) Overdevelopment of site.

b) Dangerous access onto Sunderland Road.

c) The building would have an adverse impact on future occupants of the adjacent dwelling.
	Town Council

7.4.08

9.4.08
	


9

